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“Excellent speakers – diverse range of styles, methodologies and subject matter … Very slick 

and professional, yet friendly and intimate!” Visitor, 2016 Festival 

“"I have never been so well looked after at any literary festival – the atmosphere is 

completely unique, and the islanders are literate, engaging and inspiring. If you haven't been, 

go! You won't forget it." Manda Scott, author & former Chair of Historical Writers’ 

Association 

The Alderney Literary Festival, now in its third year, has firmly established itself as one of 

the premier arts events in the Channel Islands. A celebration of historical literature and its 

writers, the Festival encourages the audience to explore the worlds of the historical author 

and the line between fact and fiction over a long weekend. This year, the festival will run 

from the 24
th

 to 26
th

 March 2017. 

Chaired by the Sunday Times bestselling author, Simon Scarrow, this year’s impressive line-

up includes New York Times bestselling novelists Ruth Downie, talking about her Roman 

medical mysteries, and Elizabeth Chadwick, looking at the fact behind the fiction of Eleanor 

of Aquitaine. Imogen Robertson, Chair of the Historical Writers Association, explores the 

myths and realities of being a writer, while writers SJA Turney and Lloyd Shepherd 

introduce us to the idea of fantastical fiction in the historical world. This year’s festival 

introduces the ‘Debut Novelist’, and we are delighted to have with us Anna Mazzola, 

discussing her acclaimed new novel, ‘The Unseeing’, based on a real 1837 Victorian murder 

trial. 

On the factual side of history, journalist Anne Sebba provides fresh insight into Wallis 

Simpson, Duchess of Windsor, while literary agent Andrew Lownie unravels the many lives 

of the Cambridge spy, Guy Burgess. We also lift the fog of war in our festivals. This year Dr 

Jason Monaghan will be exploring Guernsey life in the time of the Great War, German 

military historian Dr Matthias Strohn will argue the World Wars from the German 

perspective, while military knitting expert Joyce Meader will be analysing the importance of 

wartime knitting in British propaganda from the 1850s to the present.  
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Visit www.alderneyliterarytrust.com/festival 
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